
REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF PORT NECHES 

4:00 P.M. November 3,2011 

MEETING 

The regular meeting was called to order at 4:00 p.m. by Mayor Pro Tern Schwertner at Port 
Neches City Hall, 634 Avenue C, Port Neches, Texas with the following members in attendance to 
wit: 

Terry Schwertner, Mayor Pro Tern 
Roy Hollier, Council member 
Don Anglin, Councilmember 
Julie Gauthier, Councilmember 
John Davenport, Councilmember 

Also present: 
Andre' Wimer, City Manager 
Jamie Louviere, City Secretary 
Lance Bradley, City Attorney 

Absent: 
Glenn Johnson, Mayor 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND INVOCATION 

Mayor Pro Tern Schwertner led the Pledge of Allegiance and Councilmember Hollier gave the 
invocation. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Councilmember Anglin to approve the minutes of the regular meeting 
held October 20, 2011, seconded by Councilmember Hollier. MOTION PASSED BY 
UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

PROCLAMATIONS 

There were no proclamations presented. 

AGENDA ITEM 7 - RECESS THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL TO CONDUCT A 
JOINT PUBLIC HEARING IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE PLANNING AND ZONING 
COMMISSION REGARDING THE FOLLOWING REOUESTS: 

Mayor Pro Tern Schwertner recessed the regular meeting of the City Council at 4:02 p.m. 

Board Member Quebedeaux called the Planning and Zoning Commission meeting to order. 

a. REZONING REOUEST FOR RANDALL MCCAW, 1524 NALL STREET. 
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Mr. Randall McCaw, 1524 Nail Street, was present at the meeting and informed the City Council 
that he and his wife had purchased this property without knowing that it would not be possible to 
construct a residential home. He stated that the property is surrounded with residential 
structures and is requesting to rezone this property to start construction. 

The City Manager stated that the property is currently zoned Business-Medium (B-M) and in 
order to allow Mr. McCaw to start construction on a residential structure it is necessary to rezone 
the property. The City Manager stated that there is no action necessary at this time and 
subsequent to the Joint Public Hearing, the Planning and Zoning Commission will hold a meeting 
on Monday, November 7th to make a recommendation to the City Council regarding this request. 
The City Council will then take action on this item on November 1ih. 

Mayor Pro Tern Schwertner asked for citizens who lived within 200 feet of the proposed rezoning 
request who are in favor to speak. No one was present to speak. 

Mayor Pro Tern Schwertner asked for citizens who lived within 200 feet of the proposed rezoning 
request who are opposed to speak. No one was present to speak. 

Mayor Pro Tern Schwertner asked for citizens who would like to support the rezoning request to 
speak. No one was present to speak. 

Mayor Pro Tern Schwertner asked for citizens who would like to oppose the rezoning request to 
speak. No one was present to speak. 

b. CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT REOUEST FOR KIMBERLY STONEHAM. CORNER OF 8TH 

STREET AT TWIN CITY HIGHWAY. 

Michelle Barnette (Stoneham) was present at the City Council meeting and stated that she 
currently owns the property. She informed the City Council that she is requesting a conditional 
use permit for the persons whom are interested in purchasing the property. She stated that the 
property is located in between railroad tracks and a trailer park and doesn't feel like it would be a 
good piece of property for a residential structure. Ms. Barnette stated that it is her 
understanding that the potential owners of the lot would like to construct a church on this 
property. 

The City Manager informed the City Council that the property is currently zoned Residential-Multi 
Family (R-MF) and, therefore, would require a conditional use permit for the placement of a 
church at this location. He stated that the conditional use permit would be specific to the church 
only and that no other business would be able to utilize the permit for other purposes. The City 
Manager stated that there is no action necessary at this time and subsequent to the Joint Public 
Hearing, the Planning and Zoning Commission will hold a meeting on Monday, November 7th to 
make a recommendation to the City Council regarding this request. The City Council will then 
take action on this item on November 17th. 

Mayor Pro Tern Schwertner asked for citizens who lived within 200 feet of the proposed 
Conditional Use Permit request who are in favor to speak. No one was present to speak. 

Mayor Pro Tern Schwertner asked for citizens who lived within 200 feet of the proposed 
Conditional Use Permit request who are opposed to speak. No one was present to speak. 
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Mayor Pro Tern Schwertner asked for citizens who would like to support the Conditional Use 
Permit request to speak. 

Jeffery Foreman, 444 Berry Drive Beaumont, Texas, was present at the meeting and informed 
the City Council that he is the party that is interested in purchasing the property. He stated that 
he would like to place a church at this location and thanked the City Council for their 
consideration on this request. 

Mayor Pro Tern Schwertner asked for citizens who would like to oppose the Conditional Use 
Permit request to speak. No one was present to speak. 

There being no further questions or comments Board Member Quebedeaux recessed the meeting 
of the Planning and Zoning Commission at 4:08 p.m. 

AGENDA ITEM 8 - RECONVENE THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL. 

Mayor Pro Tern Schwertner reconvened the regular meeting of the City Council at 4:08 p.m. 

AGENDA ITEM 9 - REOUEST FROM SHARON COURVILLE CONCERNING HER WRIGHT 
BUILDING DEPOSIT. 

The City Council was provided with correspondence received from Sharon Courville requesting a 
return of her deposit, $200, associated with her rental of the Wright Building on October 1, 2011. 
The City Manager informed the City Council that in accordance with the Policies and Procedures 
for the Wright Building, chairs must be returned to their original location in order to receive a 
refund of the deposit. He stated that in this particular situation, forty (40) chairs were placed 
and left in the kitchen area. The City Manager stated that staff does not have the authority to 
vary from the Policies and Procedures once the City Council has approved them. 

Ms. Courville was present at the City Council meeting and stated that she had rented the Wright 
Building for her daughter's reception. She stated that she left the building in a clean condition 
and had replaced all the chairs that she was aware of at that time. She stated that she had 
stayed after everyone else had left the building to clean and was not aware that someone had 
placed chairs in the kitchen area. Ms. Courville stated that when she first looked at the Wright 
Building for the rental, there were three (3) rooms available (the large banquet room, the small 
banquet room, and the kitchen); however, when she picked up the key for the rental, only one 
room (the large banquet room) was available. 

The City Manager informed the City Council that during the time Ms. Courville placed a deposit on 
the Wright Building was around the same time that the City Council had approved the revised 
poliCies and procedures, which changed the available rooms due to the Senior Citizen's Center 
moving into the building. He noted, however, when Ms. Courville had paid her deposit it would 
have been rented under the new rules. 

Council member Anglin stated that he would like to have an item placed on the next agenda 
regarding the future use of the Wright Building. He stated that he would like the City to stop 
utilizing the Wright Building for rentals due to the amount of problems the City has encountered 
at this location. The City Manager stated that staff would review the previous damages and 
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issues at the Wright Building and would place this item on the City Council agenda for the next 
meeting. 

Councilmember Anglin made a motion to approve the request of refund for Ms. Courville's 
deposit, seconded by Councilmember Hollier. MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

AGENDA ITEM 10 - APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION NO. 2011-12, NOMINATING HUNTSMAN 
, INTERNATIONAL LLC AS AN ENTERPRISE PROJECT. 

The City Council was presented with a memorandum from Amy Guidroz and proposed Resolution 
No. 2011-12. The City Manager informed the City Council that the proposed resolution reaffirms 
previous action designating Huntsman International, LLC (Huntsman) as an enterprise project for 
purposes of submitting a project to receive economic development incentives from the State. 
The City Manager informed the City Council that when Huntsman previously submitted the 
information to the State, the project was not successful in the award process due to a high level 
of competition from other submissions. 

Councilmember Anglin made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2011-12, seconded by 
Councilmember Davenport. MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

AGENDA ITEM 11 - APPROVAL OF THE OUARTERLY INVESTMENT REPORT 

The City Council was provided with the Quarterly Investment Report for the period of July -
September 2011. Amy Guidroz was present at the meeting and reviewed this document with the 
City Council. 

Councilmember Davenport made a motion to approve the Quarterly Investment Report for July
September 2011, seconded by Councilmember Gauthier. MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS 
VOTE. 

AGENDA ITEM 12 - APPROVAL OF DOCUMENTATION TO BE SUBMITTED TO THE TEXAS 
COMPTROLLER OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS REGARDING EMINENT DOMAIN IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH SENATE BILL 18. 

The City Manager informed the City Council that during the last legislative session, Senate Bill 18 
(SB 18) was approved which modified the procedures associated with the City's use of eminent 
domain authority. He stated that SB 18 requires the City to affirm the authority of eminent 
domain or the ability to use this action will be vacated. The City Manager stated that this item 
has been placed on the agenda in order to approve submission of the required documentation to 
the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts incorporating the requirements of this statute. 

Councilmember Hollier made a motion to approve the submission of the required documentation 
to the Texas Comptroller of Public Accounts, seconded by Councilmember Anglin. MOTION 
PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 
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AGENDA ITEM 13 - APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION NO. 2011-13, CASTING VOTES FOR 
JEFFERSON COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 

The City Council was provided with proposed Resolution No. 2011-13 and correspondence from 
the Jefferson County Appraisal District. The City Manager informed the City Council that the 
terms of all five (5) members of the Jefferson County Appraisal District Board of Directors will 
expire and, as such, an election is being conducted for the 2012-2013 term. The City Manager 
stated that Charles Lankford of Nederland has for many years represented the Mid County area 
and the City has traditionally allocated all of its votes to him. 

Council member Anglin made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2011-13, casting the City's 60 
votes for Charles Lankford, seconded by Councilmember Davenport. MOTION PASSED BY 
UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

AGENDA ITEM 14 - APPOINTMENTS TO THE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 

The City Manager informed the City Council that the terms of the following Planning and Zoning 
Commission members expire on December 8, 2011: Carol Broussard, James Deloney, Trace 
Hammond, Tonya Petix, Robert Quebedeaux, Jody Jorgenson, Gail Shook, and Brian Landry. He 
further informed the City Council that staff has contacted each individual and all, with the 
exception of Mr. Landry, have indicated a willingness to continue service on the Commission. 

The City Manager stated that Mr. Jim Lancaster, 1522 Dallas Street, indicated a willingness to 
serve on a City Board of Commission. He noted that Mr. Lancaster had made a request for a 
variance to the Zoning Board of Adjustment and Appeals and had subsequently inquired as to the 
process by which to be appOinted to a City Board of Commission. 

Council member Davenport stated that he believes citizens who are interested in serving on a City 
Board should come before the City Council and introduce themselves before the City Council 
votes on new appointments. 

Councilmember Gauthier stated that she believes we should have a way for citizens to notify the 
City and turn in information about themselves and why they would like to serve on the Board, 
because not all citizens are going to know a City Council member to be nominated. 

The City Manager stated that the City Council has traditionally nominated persons to serve at the 
City Council meetings. In some instances if staff has been made aware of a potential nomination 
prior to preparation of the agenda packet, this information has been provided to the City Council. 
However, there have also been occasions where individuals have been nominated during the City 
Council meeting. The City Manager requested direction from the City Council regarding changes 
to the past practices. 

Discussions were held on the various options on how to obtain information on nominees for the 
City Board. The City Manager stated that staff would contact Mr. Lancaster and obtain his basic 
information and his reason for wanting to serve on a City Board. The City Manager further stated 
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that if the City Council was aware of anyone else who is interested, to give their information to 
staff and they could contact the person as well before the next City Council meeting. 

Councilmember Davenport made a motion to reappoint Carol Broussard, James Deloney, Trace 
Hammond, Tonya Petix, Robert Quebedeaux, Jody Jorgenson, and Gail Shook for a two (2) year 
term on the Planning and Zoning Commission, seconded by Councilmember Anglin . MOTION 
PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

AGENDA ITEM 15 - APPROVAL OF CHANGE ORDER NO.1, FINAL PAYMENT AND 
ACCEPTANCE OF MERRIMAN STREET RECONSTRUCTION. 

The City Council was provided with a memorandum from Taylor Shelton and supporting 
documentation from carroll and Blackman, Inc. The City Manager informed the City Council that 
work has been completed on the Merriman Street Reconstruction Project. He stated that Change 
Order No.1 is a reconciliation of final materials quantities and results in a decrease of $7,202.10 
bringing the total project cost to $383,927.90. The City Manager stated that the final payment 
amount is $38,292.79, which represents the release of retainage. 

Councilmember Anglin made a motion to approve the final payment, release of retainage, 
Change Order No. 1, and acceptance of the Merriman Street Reconstruction Project, seconded by 
Councilmember Davenport. MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

AGENDA ITEM 16 & 17 - EXECUTIVE SESSION AND RECONVENE 

The City Manager requested this item on the agenda be postponed at this time. 

Councilmember Hollier made a motion to postpone this item, seconded by Councilmember Anglin. 
MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

AGENDA ITEM 18 - ADJOURN 

er business the meeting was adjourned 4:50 p.m. 
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